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SUBJECT: JEAN- JACQUES SERVAN-SCHREIBER REELECTED PRESI- 
DENT OF THE LORRAINE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

REF: STRASBOURG 05 NOTAL 

1 . TO AMCONSUL STRASBOURG'S EXCELLENT ANALYSIS OF THE 
LORRAINE REGIONAL COUNCIL DUEL, AMEMBASSY PARIS WOULD 
ADD TWO POINTS: 

A) SERVAN-SCHREIBER'S VICTORY, HOWEVER CLOSE, 

MAY SERVE TO IMPROVE, AMONG SOME OF THE FRENCH ELEC- 
TORATE, PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING'S RATHER TARNISHED 
IMAGE. THE LAVISH IF INDIRECT ASSISTANCE BROUGHT TO 
JJSS’ CAMPAIGN BY THE ELYSEE (PARA 4 REFTEL) WILL CER- 
TAINLY BE PAID BACK IN KIND WITH A CONTINUING POLICY 
ON THE PART OF FRANCE'S LARGEST SELLING NEWS WEEKLY, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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"L'EXPRESS" (OF WHICH JJSS IS EDITOR) TO SUPPORT TO 
ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER GOF POLICY. 

B ) THE STILL SMALL VOICE OF THE CENTRISTS IS YET 
WITH FRENCH POLITICS: RPR THREATS TO CENTRIST REGIONAL 
COUNCILLORS BEFORE AND DURING THE JANUARY 6 ELECTION 
AND THE FACT THE CENTRIST VOTES BROKE THE DEADLOCK 
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(SOME IR REGIONAL COUNCILLORS REPORTEDLY VOTED FOR 
MESSMER), CLEARLY EVINCE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE SMALL 
PARTIES OF THE CENTER - VIZ: THE RADICAL SOCIALISTS, 

THE CENTRE DES DEMOCRATES SOCIAUX, THE CENTRE REPUB LI 
CAIN AND THE FEDERATION DES SOCIALISTES DEMOCRATES - 
STILL MANAGE TO MAKE THEMSELVES HEARD ON A LOCAL AND 
NATIONAL SCALE (2 CENTRISTS ELECTED IN LAST NOVEMBER'S 
LEGISLATIVE BY-ELECTIONS). 

2. MANY OBSERVERS SEE IISS' VICTORY AS HARDENING THE 
STRUGGLE THAT ALREADY EXISTS ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL 
BETWEEN THE RPR ON THE ONE HAND AND THE IR/CENTER ON 
THE OTHER. WE AGREE WITH STRASBOURG'S ANALYSIS, HOWE- 
VER; THE DIFFERENCES IN MOST CASES WILL BE OVERCOME 
AT THE END IN THE FACE OF THE COMMON ENEMY, THE UNION 
OF THE LEFT. 

GAMMON 
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